
	
QUESTIONS	FOR	CANDIDATES 

 
To support divesting pension funds from fossil fuels, you 
can ask candidates these questions. Voting members of 
the State Board of Investment (SBI) are Governor, 
Secretary of State, Auditor and Attorney General. 
 
1.  Would you, as one of four voting members of the SBI, 
direct SBI staff to evaluate the relative risks, benefits and 
long-term sustainability of investments in fossil fuels versus 
clean energy (wind, solar, geothermal) to both the state 
investment funds and the global climate? 
 
2 Would you as a voting member of SBI pledge to divest 
Minnesota’s investments in fossil-fuel companies over the 
next five years? 
 
3. Would you take legal action (or advocate that the 
Minnesota Attorney General take legal action), similar to the 
tobacco company lawsuits, against fossil-fuel companies for 
the damages created by:  
 

• emitting greenhouse gases that directly increase 
climate change; 

• concealing decades of industry-funded research 
confirming the adverse impact of fossil-fuel emissions 
on climate; and 

• funding a misinformation campaign denying the 
existence of climate change and the impact of fossil-
fuel emissions on the climate.  

 
4. Do you believe the term "fiduciary responsibility" applies 
not only to short-term shareholder return but also to risks 
associated with climate change, such as increasing costs of 
insurance, stranded assets, and loss of real estate values?  
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